
Foundations Workshop: Mapping Brush Creek 
MTWTH – 1 PM – 4:50 PM 
Butler Building (The Foundations Building) 
 
Assistant Professor Steve Snell 
Email: ssnell@kcai.edu 
Phone: (614) 725-6725 
Office Hours:  Before and after class and by appointment 
Class Blog:  https://brushcreekworkshop.wordpress.com 
 
 
 
 
Course Description: 
 

In#this#workshop,#students#will#explore#Brush#Creek#in#the#Country#Club#Plaza#and#Volker#Park#areas.##This#
creek#will#serve#as#a#site#of#experience#and#a#source#for#art#making,#urban#research,#cultural#critique#and#
discovery.#Information#from#this#these#exploratory#experiences#will#be#organized#into#a#series#of#individual#
and#collectively#developed#videoCbased#maps.##These#initial#works#will#lead#to#more#refined#visualizations#and#
selfCdirected#research#along#a#specific#section#or#‘reach’#or#the#creek,#with#the#entirety#of#Brush#Creek#split#up#
among#the#class.##The#final#weeks#of#the#workshop#will#be#dedicated#towards#the#development#of#a#short#video#
concerning#your#reach#and#collectively,#the#class#will#shape#as#of#yet#unrealized#representation#for#Brush#
Creek.##These#findings#will#then#be#shared#with#the#local#community#through#a#public#screening#at#the#first#
ever#Brush#Creek#Film#Festival.##All#creative#works#will#have#their#origins#in#Brush#Creek.#

#

#

 
 

 
Upon completion of this workshop, students should have a greater understanding of:  

•! Experiential learning and discovery 

•! Experiential mapping and information visualization  

•! Creative problem-solving 

•! Basic video production and post-production  

•! Standards and best practices in documentary filmmaking 

•! Social practice and community engagement through art 

•! Interdisciplinary artistic production and presentation 

 
 



 

Attendance Policy: 

Consistent attendance is critical to learning, growth, and academic success; therefore, students are expected to attend 
all class meetings. While the Institute recognizes there may be times when a student cannot attend, there are no 
“excused” absences. If students wish to make up work in exceptional circumstances such as death in the family, 
serious medical conditions, hospitalization, or observance of religious holidays, the student must provide appropriate 
documentation to the Disabilities and Academic Support Coordinator. Students should only submit documentation 
when an absence has led to a missed deadline, critique, or exam, or when an extenuating circumstance may have 
caused an impact on the student’s grade. All documentation must be received within 24 hours of the absence in 
question. Once the documentation has been submitted, the instructor will be contacted, and the student will then be 
responsible for completing work missed, as well as meeting any additional requirements as determined by the 
instructor. 

Each instructor will clearly define the course attendance policy through the syllabus which will be distributed on the 
first day of class and will consistently apply this to all students enrolled in the course. Students must be present for 
all regularly scheduled examinations and submit complete assignments when they are due, unless alternative 
arrangements are made in advance, or documentation of an exceptional circumstance is submitted and accepted. 

The KCAI Foundation Department Spring Semester is an intense program that emphasizes the accountability and 
attendance of its students. Consistent attendance is critical to learning, growth, and academic success; therefore, 
students are expected to attend all class meetings, to arrive on time and prepared for daily course content. Based on 
the requirements for a class that convenes 4x weekly, the course attendance policy is as follows: 

“Late” = not there at the beginning of class or leaving class early. 

“Absent” = late or leaving early by 30 minutes or more (Students arriving more than 30 minutes late are encouraged 
to stay and participate, but will be marked absent.) 

3 lates = one absence 

6 absences = one letter grade reduction 

9 absences = two letter grade reduction 

12 absences = course failure 

***This absence policy is cumulative and applies to all 3 workshops*** 

The Foundation department does not recognize or offer additional consideration for excused absences. As defined 
by the Institute, excused absences include absences due to illness, illness of an immediate family, death of an 
immediate family member, religious observation, or conflicting arrangements. Students seeking an excused absence 
must provide documentation to the ARC to substantiate the excuse. 



Class Participation: 

It is expected that all assignments and required readings are completed on time and that you are prepared to discuss 
them during class.  Due dates are set for the beginning of a class period with a critique or discussion to follow. Do 
not skip critique days!  Not only will you miss out on valuable insight and discussion from your peers, but you will 
lose a considerable amount of grade points as well. 

Participation in critiques, reading discussions, or post-video viewing conversations is expected and important.  Plan 
to offer honest opinions and evaluations and together we can build a creative, communicative, and productive 
atmosphere for learning and artistic growth. 

Participation and active engagement with the creek through walking, exploring, biking, moving your body through 
space in general is a must.  You will be expected to continually visit the creek with your camera throughout the 7 
weeks of the workshop. 

Open Studio: 

There will be a lot of studio time built into this class. This is the best time to ask me specific questions about your 
work, get feedback, or any technical questions that you might be having. It is expected that you work on 
assignments throughout the full class period. It is also expected that you put in adequate work time outside of class. 
For every hour you spend working on something in class, count on two spent in the studio after hours.  Superior 
quality work could require even more. 

Foundations Building Hours:  7am – 1am (Mon – Sat) & 10 AM – 1 AM (Sunday) 

Lack of commitment will be self-evident by the quality of work being produced and the progress you are making 
individually.  Being respectful to your fellow classmates and to the facilities in the Foundations Building is essential 
to keeping a healthy working environment.   Loud stereos are forbidden in community studios, watching movies on 
laptops should be isolated to your dorm rooms, and any vandalism to KCAI property is prohibited. 

Aerosol and harmful chemicals:  At absolutely no time should materials that create harmful vapors be used in the 
Foundations Building.  This includes all spray paints, spray fixatives, resins, and toxic markers.  Spraying outside 
over a sheet of butcher paper or using the spray booth in Central Shop are the required methods.  

Blog / Email: 

The class blog is the epicenter of all written and visual information regarding this class.  Please check the blog 
regularly to keep up to date with the class schedule, project parameters, and assigned readings and videos.  It is also 
expected and necessary to regularly check your email for any announcements or changes that might be made outside 
of regular class meeting time. 

In addition to the class blog, all students must maintain and submit digital work via a personal blog.  This blog will 
be your own platform to show and share your work to the class, as well as reflect on assigned readings, videos, 
lectures, and events.  This blog should be a dedicated page used  solely for this class.  There are a variety of free 
blog sites out there for you to choose from, including: blogger, blogspot, tumblr, wordpress, and cargocollective.  



You will also need to eventually register an account with either YouTube or Vimeo in order to upload videos to the 
web. 

 

Grading Policy: 

At semesters end, a single letter grade (A-F) will be given that will reflect the average of your total performance 
throughout each workshop. Grading is based upon regular attendance and fulfillment of assignments in each 
workshop.  This is an overall semester evaluation. 
 
Two main criteria will be used to determine semester grades: 

 
•! Quality: an evaluation through a critical examination of the work itself recognizing manifest skills in the 

use of media and techniques, your grasp of concepts and objects relevant to each project 
•! Growth/Performance:  your development in relation to your own strengths and weaknesses, taking into 

account the degree which you challenge yourself to extend your understanding and skills, your persistence 
with your work, class participation, and attendance.  If at any time you have concerns regarding your 
performance, feel free to speak with me about it.  
 

Major assignments will have clear standards by which you are graded.   Some parts of projects will be worth more 
than others.  Work that is turned in late will be lowered by one letter grade for each class period it is late. 

Projects will be graded on: 

1.! Formal Elements: relates to the formal elements for a given assignment. The work must physically reflect 
an understanding and competency of the appropriate formal elements. 

2.! Synthesis/Creativity: includes conceptualization, creative problem-solving, innovative thinking, 
understanding and utilizing context, and processing of an idea into a successful, final project. 

3.! Craft: is your demonstrated care regarding their work and its presentation. Craftsmanship refers to the 
quality of design and technique involved in creating finished work. Taking time to make sure a project is 
done well. 

4.! Effort/Discourse: concerns your effort in and out of class as well as to your level of engagement with the 
class. It is not enough for you to be a sponge- you need to contribute. It is extremely important to attend 
and participate in critiques at the end of projects. 

 

Cell Phone/ iPod Policy: 

Please turn off cell phones or put them on silent before coming to class. It is both disrespectful and distracting to use 
your phone during class. Please use common sense.  Please do not text message while in class.  All phones should be 
put away during critiques, reviews, lectures, etc. 

Headphones should only be worn during appropriate work-time.  Using media players in class is a privilege and not 
a right. Please remove them during presentations, lectures, and general conversations.  It’s hard to know if someone 
is listening and it can be disrespectful.  Please don’t do this. 



Disabilities Accommodations: 

Overview 

KCAI students with disabilities are invited to disclose any disabilities they may have, but such a disclosure is not 
mandatory.  Once documentation of a disability is received, students are provided with reasonable accommodations, 
which are designed to provide equal access to the material and environment of the classes that the students are 
enrolled in.  These accommodations may include extended time for testing, preferential seating, note-taking 
assistance, and the recording of class lectures. Unlike the services that are available to the student body in its 
entirety, accommodations are mandated by the Americans with Disabilities Act and section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act, and are dependent on appropriate documentation. 

Disclosure of Disability 

If a student discloses a disability directly to a faculty member and requests an accommodation, the faculty member 
should refer the student to Disability Services. A direct disclosure to a faculty member, without accompanying 
documentation from the Disabilities Coordinator, does not allow a student access to accommodations.  Once a 
student provides documentation to our office, and provides written permission for disclosure of that information to 
faculty, the faculty members will receive a memo from the Disabilities Coordinator explaining the necessary 
accommodations. 

Confidentiality 

Documentation regarding a student’s disability is protected under both FERPA and HIPAA laws. Faculty should 
also be mindful of the sensitivity that can accompany student disclosure. Each student relates to his or her disability 
differently, and some are more comfortable discussing it than others. Because of this, any conversation regarding a 
student’s disability should be held either before or after class, and should be initiated by the student. Any questions 
from faculty regarding the student’s accommodations should be directed to: 

Jessica Blanford, Disabilities and Academic Support Coordinator 

  

Academic Honesty 

The Kansas City Art Institute (KCAI) is committed to creating and maintaining an environment where individual 
and institutional responsibility combine to promote each student’s development. Students are encouraged to help 
create an environment that stimulates their education consistent with the values of the college. With that freedom 
comes a responsibility to respect others. All individuals at KCAI are considered adults, and it is assumed they will 
maintain standards of conduct and academic honesty appropriate to membership in the college community. The 
college accepts and retains students on the condition that they observe these standards. The Academic Honesty 
Policy is applicable to all students. A student is defined as an individual who is accepted until the time of 
graduation, but does not include time periods in between acceptance and graduation when a student is not enrolled 
for a semester or more. 



All willful and careless violations of the Academic Honesty Policy are taken as an offense against the Kansas City 
Art Institute and may result in sanctions. 

Violations of the academic honesty policy are defined as follows: 

•! The copying of another student’s work or the use of unauthorized notes and materials during examinations 
or other assignments. 

•! Plagiarism, or the presentation of either the written or visual work of others (including that of other 
students) as one’s own.  The offense of plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: 
1.! Submitting as one’s own work material copied from a published source. 
2.! Submitting as one’s own work someone else’s published work. 
3.! Submitting as one’s own work a rewritten or paraphrased version of someone else’s work. 
4.! Allowing someone or paying someone to write a paper or other assignment on your behalf. 
5.! Turning in a purchased pre-written paper 

•! Cheating and unauthorized assistance during an examination or for other assignments. 
•! Obtaining unauthorized materials in order to prepare for an examination. 
•! The unauthorized removal, destruction or deliberate concealment of library or other resource materials. 
•! Submitting work in one class for credit in another without the instructor’s permission. 
•! Any other act which might give one an unearned advantage in evaluation or performance. 
•! Assisting or attempting to assist another to violate the Academic Honesty Policy. 
•! Attempting to commit a violation of the Academic Honesty Policy. 

Plagiarism is a serious offense at the Kansas City Art Institute, and may be illegal in the context of our nation’s 
copyright law. As such, it is important to know what plagiarism is in both one’s studio and liberal arts work. 
According to the Modern Language Associate, plagiarism is “the wrongful act of taking the product of another 
person’s mind, and presenting it as one’s own.” In other words, plagiarism is the use of not just words but ideas 
borrowed from someone else without crediting the source. Students are required to learn the arts-standard, Chicago 
Manual of Style guidelines for citing sources referenced in their own work, and must follow them carefully in their 
research and writing projects. 

Students are also expected to be honest in their studio practices, particularly since the practice of appropriation is 
such an important strategy in art history. Though they might appear to be similar, plagiarism and appropriation are 
actually two very different practices. While it is true that appropriation involves taking possession of something 
often without permission-which for the visual artist usually means taking an image- it is also true that an 
appropriated image is not passed off as the original production of the appropriating artist. Indeed, the appropriation 
artist wants the viewer to recognize that an image has been utilized and referenced. (An artist who appropriates an 
image inevitably wishes to comment upon the original source in some way, usually as a critique, parody, or homage-
all of which happen to fall under the realm of “fair use” in copyright law.) As such, appropriation is actually more 
like citing a source than plagiarizing it. 

KCAI Academic Honesty Policy violations may result in sanctions up to and including a formal warning, 
opportunity to redo the assignment, failing the assignment and/or class, suspension, and expulsion from the college. 

The KCAI Academic Honesty Policy and Procedures can be found in its entirety 
at https://artnet.kcai.edu/sites/default/files/Policies_Academic_a-c/Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Friday Schedule: 



It is required that each student attend at least 4 different Friday department visits throughout the semester.  The 
date/times for the various departments is listed below. 

2/5 9:00 – 9:50 AM ! Ceramics (at Ceramics) 
 10:00 – 10:50 AM ! Photography (at Photography) 
 11:00 – 11:50 AM ! Digital Filmmaking (at Filmmaking) 
 1:00 – 1:50 PM ! Animation (Epperson) 
 2:00 – 2:50 PM ! Interactive Arts (Epperson) 
 3:00 – 3:50 PM ! Study Abroad (Epperson) 
 
2/12 9:00 – 9:50 AM ! Creative Writing (Epperson) 
 10:00 – 10:50 AM ! Art History (Epperson) 
 11:00 – 11:50 AM ! Asian Studies (Epperson) 
 1:00 – 1:50 PM ! Social Practice (Epperson) 
 2:15 – 3:15 PM ! Illustration (at Illustration) 
 
2/19 9:00 – 9:50 AM ! Painting (at Painting) 
 10:00 – 10:50 AM ! Design (Epperson) 
 11:00 – 11:50 AM ! Printmaking (Epperson) 
 1:00 – 1:50 PM ! Sculpture (at Sculpture) 
 2:15 – 3:15 PM ! Fiber (at Fiber) 
 
3/4 1:00 – 2:00 PM ! AACS at Epperson (Mandatory for all Foundations students) 
 
 

Class Materials List: 

•! Notebook / Sketchbook 
•! Digital Video Camera (smartphone will do) 
•! Tripod 
•! External Hard-Drive (at least 250 GB) 
•! Computer with Adobe Creative Suite (optional, but a major plus) 

 

 

**While this is an initial workshop materials list, additional supplies and tools will be necessary to purchase 
throughout the semester.  Budget and prepare to spend money for class materials throughout the workshop. 

 

 
 


